Augusta County, Virginia court case showing that John Van Meter/Van Meteren had a land patent in Berkeley(Frederick) County, Va for a tract which was more than one mile and 3/4 from the Potomack River.  John was the great grandfather of William, John, Cornelius Thompson and sister Anna Thompson McDonald.





Link:


http://ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/usgenweb/va/augusta/court/2court10.txt


Marshall vs. Hunter--O. S. 43; N. S. 15--Bill filed 22d June, 1799. Fairfax had set aside 800 acres for himself which he contemplated giving to a certain _____ Beal (?), but Beal removed out of Berkeley (Frederick). Fairfax devised it to Denny Martin, who conveyed to James M. and John Marshall and others by deed recorded in General Court. The Commonwealth confirmed to purchasers the lands set apart by Lord Fairfax to his own use. Philip Pendleton and David Hunter are in possession of the tract by a treasury warrant, and the parties leave the controversy to the Court. Copy of survey, 1775, for John Ullam of Berkeley County, of a tract lying something more than one mile and three-fourths from the Potomac and adjoining lands of Thomas Adams. Col. John Carlyle, Michael Shively. Copy of survey 1775, for tract adjoining old patent of John Van Meter on drains of Opecon in Berkeley County formerly surveyed for Robert Beal. Copy of survey 1775, for Morrice Gibbons of Berkeley County. Copy of grant by Fairfax to John Owlent, in 1753. Copy of grant by Fairfax to Cap. Richard Pearis, in 1763. Thomas Rutherford deposes at house of Thomas Flagg, in Charles Town, that from 1752-1763 he was surveyor for Fairfax. Beall returned to England whence he came, and there died. Robert Stephen deposes that after 1768 he was a rent collector for Fairfax. William Rush deposes (1802) that for 30 years he has lived on a tract joining the land in controversy. He is thirty-five years old. Richard Morgan deposes (25th September, 1802) aged 41 years, that he was born within one and one-fourth miles of the land in controversy, and has lived there ever since. His father was Jacob Morgan. John McCool of the society of Friends deposes. Peter Light, Senr., deposes. Robert Cockburn deposes. Copy of deed dated 20th February, 1784, Saml. Oldham and Anne of Berkeley County, to Moses Hunter, a tract on drains of Opeckon, conveyed to Samuel by John Linden (Snider) by deed 11th and 12th September, 1772. Cor. Moses Keywood, Cor. Cap. Richard Pearis, cor. John Newland, 150 acres. Recorded in Berkeley 23d April, 1784. Letter from Richard Rigg to Jacob Morgan, dated 26th July, 1777. 





		Another Augusta County, Virginia Court Case showing the names Of William Thompson's Children.  Take note the case is James M. Marshall against John , James, and Joseph Thompson, the sons of William Thompson.  It was in the high Chancery Court Of Virginia date Novemember 19, 1791-2


Before looking at the court case take note about the background details which particularily link this case down to prove that it is about William Thompson who was the son of John & Yacomintye Eltinge Thompson.  The details of the suit show that it pertains to the old dutch land grant given to William's great great great grandfather John Van Meteren.


The web site below contains an exerpt about the Augusta County, Virginia Lord Fairfax Court suit which was addressed against William Thompson. The web site linked below directly ties William Thompson's great great grandfather and descendants firmly into the Fairfax court suit and thus ties him down as a participant in that suit. The issue was that Lord Fairfax disputed the land grant given to the Van Meter/Meteren family. William Thompson inherited the property "Thompson's Pasture from John Thompson. Isaac Elting also willed property to William Thompson. The fact that the court suit is about the Fairfax suit which extended for 50 years is sufficient to prove this William Thompson as the son of John and Yacomintye Eltinge Thompson because no other Thompson families were involved. 


The link is: <http://www.vanmetre.com/Papers/van_meter_pioneers_in_america.htm> 


And the above information also ties Hardy County, Virginia down as linked with the Hite and Van Meteren family who were the ancestors of William Thompson. William's daughter Sarah was married to Jacob Hidener from Hardy County. William was involved in the suit because he was one of those who inherited part of the property named in the Fairfax court suit. There is no DOUBT about it now. William Thompson did have a son James and also a son Henry as I had concluded based on the multitude of circumstantial information. 


Their eyes still on the Valley of Virginia, John and. Isaac developed a plan to settle their relatives and friends there. They applied to the Governor and the Colonial Council of Virginia for land grants. John asked for 10,000 acres plus 20,000 additional acres within two years if he were successful in settling 20 families near the present Martinsburg, W. Va. Isaac asked for 10,000 acres to settle 10 families in an area farther west near the present Moorefield, W. Va. These grants were approved on June 17, 1730, but were immediately contested by Lord Fairfax who claimed these areas were within the bounds of his grant from the King of the “Northern Neck”, lying between the Potomac and Rappahannock Rivers. Within two years the Van Meters transferred their rights to most of this land to their relative Jost Hite, retaining only what they needed for their immediate families. It took 50 years to settle the court battle with Lord Fairfax, long after all the principals were dead.





Take a look at the one line genfile and obtain the details about the children of William and Susannah Thompson.  This genfile was created independantly by using census records and deed records.  You can note that the names of EVERY male child exactly match the court case.  Add that to the fact that the case is about the land grant property inherited by William Thompson from his father and uncle and which was a grant disputed by Lord Fairfax.   So ALL the details are exact matches/





The genfile about William & Susannah Thompson was created from the 1776 Frederick County, Maryland Census records. You find children John Thompson born 1761, William Thompson born 1768, Susanna Thompson born 1770, Nancy Thompson born 1773, Joseph Thompson born 1775, plus the two additions I made due to the 1783 & 1790 census records which showed a Henry Thompson and James Thompson living in the vicinity of William Thompson. No proof that Henry was the son of William or that James was the son of William other than a lot of circumstantial evidence. My estimate was that Henry Thompson was born 1759 and James was born in 1757-8. The court document listed below shows a William Thompson who died in 1793 intestate in Frederick County, Virginia leaving six lawful children: John, Joseph, James, William, Henry�Sarah (now wife of Jacob Hidener, of Hardy County). Sworn to in Frederick �County by John Thompson, 27th July, 1799.�Susanna Thompson is missing and Nancy Thompson is missing but either or both could have died before 1793 or Sarah could have been born after 1776. Another possibility is that Sarah is a second given name and the other daughter died prior to 1793. The document states that William Thompson removed from Maryland to Virginia and that contradicts census records from Maryland. But it is an interesting coincidence and the location is probably just across the Potomack River from Maryland. From the number of the Maryland Court records it is clear that William Thompson's siblings spent a lot of time in Maryland although they lived in Virginia. 


Another exerpt is from this link: 


<http://ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/usgenweb/va/augusta/court/court20.txt>   The Court Date is year 1790-1 -Novemember 19


AUGUSTA COUNTY, VIRGINIA - CHALKLEY'S CHRONICLES OF THE SCOTCH IRISH IN VIRGINIA 


No. 19.��Caldwell vs. Campbell.--John Campbell, of Berkeley County, sold to Caldwell �land on northwest side of Ohio River, part of 1,250 acres belonging to�John, who was heir-at-law of Archibald Campbell, deceased (1796), in whose�name 6,000 acres were located.�Madison vs. Lewis.--William Madison and Col. James Barnett were soldiers �in the battle of Guilford in 1781. John Thompson's answer to bill filed�against him, together with Joseph and James Thompson, by James M. Marshall, �in the High Court of Chancery of Virginia. His father, William�Thompson, removed from Maryland to Virginia in 1747. Soon afterwards�Fairfax issued a proclamation encouraging those persons who had settled�upon his lands to continue thereon, and that they should have 400 acres for�each settlement. The alarm the dispute between Fairfax and the Crown had�excited amongst the people was his reason for this means being taken to quiet�them. William remained upon his settlement until 1793, when he died intestate, �having six lawful children, viz: John, Joseph, James, William, Henry�Sarah (now wife of Jacob Hidener, of Hardy County). Sworn to in Frederick �County by John Thompson, 27th July, 1799.�


Take note that although listed in the Augusta County, Virginia records the parties of the court case lived in Berkeley County, Virginia. John Thompson swore his affadavit in Frederick County, Virginia. Also take note that this court case was dated November 19 and from District Court Memorandums 1790-1791. Also I think that Fairfax was in charge of BOTH Fredericks/Montgomery County Maryland AND Virginia land rentals. In the early years NO ONE OWNED the land but had a right to the "rental" of the land as a sort of grant. Those rights were battered in a manner as was land deeds. After the Revolution that changed (around 1783). I think that possibly those who had the prior land rights were allowed to keep those property rights as land deeds. 


I'm pretty convinced that the William Thompson documented in the Berkeley County, Virginia court suit is our ancestor. So this document is a proof document to show that William Thompson had a son named James. There are multiple sites on the internet which show that Rebecca Van Meteren Eltinge (William's grandmother) lived in Frederick/Berkeley County, Virginia. My opinion is that when his father took sick or died nine year old William went to live with his grandmother in Berkeley County, Virgnia. The 1747 date could be the onset of the sickness or for some other reason William could have gone to live with his grandmother. His grandfather John Van Meteren died in 1745 in Berkeley County, Virginia so possibly William was sent to stay with her for that reason. But for a definite fact the Maryland Court Documents show that Rudolph Eltinge was the administrator of the John Thompson estate.  Court documents indicate that Rudolph Eltinge lived in Fredericks/Montgomery County, Maryland but the evidence indicates that the John Thompson children must have lived with their grandmother in Berkeley County, Virginia.  (I think that Jefferson County, Augusta County, and Berkeley County, W. V. were all part of Fredericks County, Virginia at the time.) Rudolph Eltinge's widow married a Clappham and Isaac Hite widow married John Carey.  Those two couples stole the children's assets (rental money and the walnut timber) and were sued by the John, Cornelius and Anna with the issue not resolved until around 1794.  The court ruled in favor of the children based on testimony about the misappropriation of the assets.


 


It's also clear that William Thompson was the heir of the property in Montgomery County, Maryland including the Thompson's Pasture land which adjoined the William Fields rental property. Since his grandmother Rebecca Van Meteren Eltinge died in 1770 and William Thompson became of age around 1756 he likely went to live on his own property. He married Susanna Fields around 1757 and James was likely born around 1758 as the eldest son. The land records indicate that William probably sold all of his property prior to 1790 and there is evidence of three Thompsons (William, James and John) living as sharecroppers on the Trail property per the census record I obtained from the Montgomery County, Maryland researcher. If William no longer owned real estate property that explains why he never made a will.





The following source shows that Rebecca Van Meteren Eltinge was still living in Virginia until 1770. William's great grand father John Van Meteren died in Berkeley County, Virginia in 1745 according to the following source: 


<http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~wynkoop/webdocs/vanmeter.htm> 


i. Jan (John) in 1683 who later settled in Berkeley County, Virginia, dying there in 1745, leaving eleven children one of whom, Elizabeth, married Col. Thomas Shepherd and another Soloman Hedges mentioned in Geo. Washington's Journal, when surveying beyond the Blue Ridge 1747-48.�ii. Rebecca Van Meter born 1686. Wed-1704, Cornelius Elting, and had ten children.


The following source also shows that William's grandmother Rebecca Van Meteren Eltinge was living until 1770 in Virginia. 


<http://home.columbus.rr.com/allanakbutler/a1.htm> 


1050. John Joosten VAN METER, son of Joost Jans VAN METEREN <http://home.columbus.rr.com/allanakbutler/a1.htm> and Sarah DU BOIS <http://home.columbus.rr.com/allanakbutler/a1.htm> , was born about 1683 in Kingston, Ulster, New York, USA and died before 3 Sep 1745 in Frederick County, Virginia, before age 62. 


John married Sarah BODINE <http://home.columbus.rr.com/allanakbutler/a1.htm> in 1705 in Somerset County, New Jersey. Children from this marriage were: 


i. Sarah VAN METER was born about 1706 and died after 7 Dec 1756, after age 50. �ii. John J. VAN METER was born about 1708 and died about 1730 in Maryland, about age 22. �525 iii. Mary J. VAN METER (born on 26 Apr 1709 in Somerset County, New Jersey - died about 1796) <http://home.columbus.rr.com/allanakbutler/a1.htm> 


John next married Margaret MOLLENAUER , daughter of Hendrick MOLLENAUER and Unknown , about 1710. Margaret was born about 1687 and died after 13 Aug 1745, after age 58. Children from this marriage were: 


i. Rebecca VAN METER was born in 1711 in Salem County, New Jersey and died in 1770 in Virginia, at age 59. 


Note:  The 1711 date of birth for Rebecca Van Meter is wrong.  The other source shows she was born 1686 and would have been 84 years old at the 1770 date of death.





